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elcome to the �rst edition of the ISS Roar for the 2017-2018 academic year.  
The purpose of the newsletter is to keep you up to date with happenings 
at ISS and to celebrate all the unique learning opportunities o�ered to 
our students. This edition looks back at some of the later events that took 
place last year and looks forward to the exciting events we have planned 
over the next few months.

Our school year began with a highly positive feel as we welcomed our new and returning 
students and sta� to ISS. 

We celebrated the excellent news that we received prior to the break that our lease 
on the Paterson campus has been extended to 2022. This extension provides us with 
additional opportunities to develop our campuses in the most conducive way to 
maintain the nurturing, empowering and inclusive culture that is important to us. As 
mentioned in earlier communications, our long term aim is - after extensive building 
and refurbishment - to unite both campuses on the Preston site. We have requested 
permission to do this and are waiting for a reply from the Singapore authorities.

Our theme for this academic year is ‘developing active global stewardship’. Much of 
our programme development work will be focused in this area. In a few weeks we will 
have a unique opportunity to celebrate the global nature of our community during our 
annual International Day. Please join us for a day of cultural events, hands on learning 
experiences and a not to be missed international food festival.

I look forward to the year ahead and to sharing with you what makes ISS a school where 
teachers truly strive to help each student reach their potential.

Dr. Margaret Alvarez  
Head of School
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Head of School
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What is ‘Inclusion’ and 
Why Is This Important at 
ISS International School 
“If you have a one size �ts all (education system) and expect 
everyone to be able to do the same thing, and talk to them 
in the same language and not think about di�erent people’s 
needs,  then some people are going to �nd that a struggle.” 
(source reference: www.plymouth.ac.uk/your-university/teaching-and-learning/
inclusivity/why-is-inclusivity-important).

What this also creates are people who become intolerant of others, and who will 
�nd it a challenge to survive in a global economy. 
 

ISS INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL’S HERITAGE AND VALUE 
SYSTEM
Our Chairman and Founder, Mr. Chan Chee Seng, was a pioneer member of 
Singapore’s post-colonial government. His belief in the newly founded Singapore 
and his commitment to his country resulted in many of years of service to Singapore 
as a Member of Parliament, and Senior Parliamentary Secretary.

At the time Mr. Chan retired from politics, Singapore was ready to take its place on 
the world stage and sought to attract foreign investment. A critical obstacle to this 
was the limited number of international schools in the country. Mr. Chan combined 
his foresight of the importance of inclusivity, his deep-rooted love of learning with 
his understanding of his country’s needs and created the vision for an inclusive 
international school with a cosmopolitan outlook, and named it the International 
School of Singapore. Today this school is ISS International School.

ISS continues this vision today with our commitment that each child will reach 
his or her full potential, and through ISS’s focus on being inclusive, nurturing and 
empowering.

ISS continues this 
vision today with 
our commitment 
that each child will 
reach his or her 
full potential, and 
through ISS’s focus 
on being inclusive, 
nurturing and 
empowering. 

We make music together!

We study together!
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OUR ACADEMIC PHILOSOPHY
Our capacity to embrace the needs of all of our learners is the core strength of 
ISS. ISS �rmly believes that an inclusive learning environment bene�ts all learners 
from the most academically able to those whose learning needs mean that they 
require additional support. In implementing the key pedagogical practices, our 
exceptional sta� ensure that every student bene�ts from the inclusive learning 
culture at ISS. 

We continue to share Mr. Chan’s vision that quality international education 
should not be the sole preserve of academically high achieving English speaking 
children, although it should be noted that this group thrives in ISS’s inclusive 
community. Whilst some international schools may pride themselves on their 
exclusive admissions policies, ISS believes that we prove our success by ensuring 
that each and every student we admit, regardless that they are academically 
high achieving English speakers or not, are able to achieve their potential. 
Whether a student has the potential of going on to attend one of the world’s 
top universities or any myriad of other pathways to a happy and ful�lled life, ISS 
is committed to ensuring that each student can achieve personal success. 

ISS is proud of its commitment to inclusive education and believes that inclusive 
education bene�ts all students whether they are highly academic or require 
learning support, whether they are native English speakers or are learning to 
speak English.

We believe that an inclusive education bene�ts all students in the following 
ways:
1. Di�erentiated instruction increases student engagement for all students. 
2. Academic support helps each student access the curriculum in meaningful 

ways. 
3. Behavioural support maintains a positive learning environment for everyone. 
4. Respect for diversity creates a welcoming environment for all and promotes 

active global citizenship. 
5. Creating high expectations for all students supports realisation of potential.

HOW IS INCLUSIVITY CREATED IN ISS’S LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT?
Our teachers have access to high quality information in the �eld of inclusion and 
are empowered to use the knowledge acquired, through sharing and collaborative 
planning sessions and sta� meetings, through specially selected programmes, 

We learn together!

We play a sport together!
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and through their collegial relationships.  Our Sta� (teachers, support sta� and 
administrative sta�) are also trained in intercultural competencies to ensure 
that we learn and display these soft skills  in our multi-cultural environment.

Classroom and subject teachers are also given training in working with emerging 
English speakers and with students with various learning needs. We also include 
specialist support such as counselors, learning support sta�, English as a Second 
Language specialists, and a network of specialists external to the school. 

Within our classrooms, teachers provide multiple means of representation,  
action, expression and engagement when facilitating learning. This facilitates 
a customised approach to learning and allows our teachers to di�erentiate 
and modify lessons to accommodate each student’s learning style,  ability and 
needs.

In our admissions policy, ISS is careful to adhere to guidelines which lay out 
the maximum number of students that we will enrol by nationality, learning 
needs and English acquisition. This is to preseve our ethos of a multi-national, 
balanced and productive learning environment. 

Teachers are also aware that with the many unfortunate events that take place 
frequently as a result of cultural or religious intolerance, the need to ensure that 
our students are accepting of other cultures and religious beliefs is paramount.  
The concept of inclusivity spans beyond the physical at ISS. It is not only about 
accepting students of di�erent nationalities or giving opportunities to students 
with di�erent learning needs; it is also about instilling inclusivity in our students’ 
value system, so that our students become accepting of others, regardless of 
creed, religion and perspective. “We are prepared to give all students, with 
di�ering perspectives, an opportunity to study at ISS. Diversity reigns at ISS, 
and all students are encouraged to express themselves.” Mr. Jungo, IB Diploma 
Programme co-ordinator and Theory of Knowledge teacher.

VOICES FROM OUR MULTICULTURAL COMMUNITY
ISS has a student population consisting of over 50 nationalities. Our faculty 
is equally as multi-cultural, with teachers hailing from all over the globe -  the 
Americas, Oceania, Asia, and Africa.  

Our students  from Elementary, Middle and High school enjoy this multicultural 
environment and camaraderie. This is evident in their re�ections and sharing 
whenever they are asked why they enjoy ISS.
“This school has been my family for 8 years now and will continue to be so 

Celebrating our diversity at International Day

Learning English the fun way



Mr. Chang, who holds an MBA from the University 
of South Australia, started his career as a press 
columnist, and then later served as Acting 
Principal of the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts. 
He was also a consultant to the Chairman of the 
Far East Organisation.

He now serves as Chairman of the Composers 
and Authors Society of Singapore and Advisor 
to the National Theatre Club.

Mr. Chang also enjoys many varied interests, 
covering music education, marketing, advertising 
and Chinese literature and writing. In fact he has 
several books published, with the latest being 
“Look Back - Chan Chee Seng’s Memo”.

ISS International School holds a special place in 
Mr. Chang’s heart. Quoting from a Management 
Guru; “Di�erentiation, cost leading and quick 
market reaction are the three factors that 
facilitate a competitive edge.” Therefore his 
hopes for ISS is for the school to continue to 
strengthen its position as a market leader in the 
international school education sector. This can be 
done through the delivery of the unique learning 
programmes at ISS. In addition, he hopes that 
ISS will be able to develop its presence in China 
through partnerships.

Getting to Know Our Board Members

Mr. Chang Kwai Meng  

Mr. Chang Kwai Meng 

for many more. The large variety of cultures within the school 
makes me feel as if I am at home.”  ~ Alex. 

“People respect each other’s culture, languages & nationalities. 
Students are kind and caring. We learn di�erent cultures 
together!” ~ Claire. 

“I like how multicultural it is.”  ~ Gabriel.  

“I like how ISS is an international school and students respect 
other cultures.” ~ Rapheal.  

“ISS is a school with students from many international 
countries. We all appreciate each other.” ~ Mckayla.

Our Parent Teacher Association (PTA)  mirrors the inclusive 
culture at ISS. The committee mix, the type and pro�le of the 
activities organised, types of communication platforms that 
the PTA leverages on to create awareness for the activities 
that they organise, re�ect this mutlicultural and inclusive 
ethos. Our PTA President, Vicki shares, “The PTA and I are 
immensely proud of our school’s diversity and as such respect 
the di�erences and acknowledge our shared commonalities. 
Since ISS is committed to enrolling an inclusive and diverse 

student body, we as a committee strive to support our parent 
community through as many inclusive activities as possible. We 
have gone to great lengths to ensure we have a little something 
for everyone, to foster a strong sense of community.” Some of 
the activities which our PTA has introduced this year, many 
of which were �rst in their history, covered activities like Quiz 
nights, and Parent �eld trips to not often visited places around 
Singapore. The topics covered at the Quiz Night ranged from 
general knowledge type questions to nationality speci�c ones.  
The �eld trips brought parents of all di�erent nationalities 
together to build community and promote strong bonds. Many 
other activities were all organised to ensure that regardless of 
nationality, everyone came together to enjoy, bond and have 
fun. This builds the close-knit community that ISS is known for.

It is in this inclusive environment that we give ALL students, 
regardless of race or language, a chance to be educated, 
to learn, to be supported and to succeed in their own way, 
based on their individual strengths. As Mr. Whitehead, our 
CAS/Service as Action, Science & Environmental Systems and 
Societies Teacher so aptly summarises the ISS ethos; “I like 
ISS because ISS believes in giving all students a chance and 
is inclusive. This aligns with my beliefs and that’s why ISS has 
been home for 17years.”

Getting to Know ISS 6
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Student Achievements and Contributions

The personal project day on the 18th August was an excellent way to kick start the 
personal projects for the Grade 10s. The personal project is a requirement of the Middle 
Years Programme (MYP) certi�cate and is also an excellent way to allow students to 
self-express, learn to time-manage and practice their organisational skills. In addition, 
it is also a strong preparatory step for the Diploma Programme, as many students 
continue the personal projects into their Creativity, Activity, Service initiatives. 

The personal project allows students to create a product or a campaign that is of 
personal interest to themselves. It can be a music video, a website to raise awareness 
or raising money for charity by creating a fundraising event.

On our personal project day, students started work on their research and investigation, 
and presented their ideas to their peers, and received feedback on the positives and 
the potential di�culties of their projects. The students re�ect on this and explore ways 
and methods to develop their projects further. They established SMART goals (speci�c, 
measurable, attainable, realistic and time based), so that they can chart realistic and 
achievable goals in the time frame allocated. This allows all our students to have an 
excellent start to their project.

The �nal personal project presentations will take place on the 12th December at ISS 
Preston campus. We invite and look forward to seeing you at this presentation.

Mr. Hoddinott 
Projects Coordinator

Each year, the ISS Elementary School (ES) Swim Gala is organised as a culmination to 
the swimming programme at ISS and allows children to  celebrate and  demonstrate 
some of the swimming skills they have learned throughout the course of their 6 week   
swimming programme.  All parents are invited to attend  and celebrate. This year was 
another amazing day, full of swimming, smiles and cheers!

The ES Swim Gala is a good example of how ISS o�ers experiences that go beyond 
the classroom. Our learning environment gives our students a wholesome and 
balanced combination of academic skills and creative play.

Grade 10 Personal Project Day 

Elementary School Swim Gala 

7

Cheering our house on!

The swim gala is always fun!

Whoohoo!

Enjoying the lovely weather 
and good company
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All students and teachers in Middle 
School, at the end of each semester, 
celebrate the Service as Action day. For 
Semester Two, Mr. Ballinger organised 
that all grades would ‘Walk in Her 
Shoes’. The day recognised people 
throughout the world who must walk 
over 10,000 steps a day just to access 
clean, usable water. Everyone walked 
from school to the Singapore Botanical 
Gardens, counting the number of steps 
along the way. In doing so, we tried to 
empathise with the challenges others 
have in their day-to-day life. Once 
at the gardens, teachers had many 
activities for the students to engage 
in. There was photography, bird 
watching, �tness, botany exploration, 
and arts and crafts to name a few. A 
fantastic day was had by one and all, 
and most importantly a recognition of 
the impact we as the members of the 
ISS community can make on the world.      

As the school year draws to an end in the Middle School, one event comes with 
mixed feelings for students and sta� alike. It is the Grade 8 Farewell Celebration. The 
feelings are mixed because it is a rite of passage to move on in their academic life to 
greater things, but is tinged with the realisation that on a day-to-day basis they will 
no longer be at Paterson Campus.

On this day, as a school we celebrate the achievements of our Grade 8 students, 
who are about to move on to their next big educational adventure at the ISS Preston 
Campus and Grade 9. A key element of the farewell is that it is run predominantly 
by the Student Council. The farewell recognises the Grade 8 students’ e�orts in 
Academics, Service as Action, IB Learner Pro�les, sporting contributions and overall 
completion of Grade 8.

The Grade 8 students themselves took the audience of family and friends on a trip 
down memory lane. Through a wonderful video and narrative, we followed them 
through Grade 6, 7 and 8 and marvelled at how they had grown and matured.  The 
students followed up the ceremony with a lovely high tea at the Grand Copthorne 
Hotel on the Singapore River.  

Middle School Service As Action Day 

Grade 8 Farewell Celebration

Meditating in the park

Beautiful young ladies!

Congratulations!

Our lovely middle school teachersCreating ephemeral art

Celebrating our Grade 8 
students
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Sharing Culture Through  
The Language of Dance
Moe, a high school student from ISS International School, 
has always been interested in culture. “Having lived in both 
Japan and Singapore,  I had the privilege of experiencing the 
cultures of each of these countries. As a result, I developed an 
appreciation for the di�erent cultures that I was introduced 
to. I also realised the importance of being able to share and 
promote cultural exchange, and I knew that I can ful�ll this 
through dance.”  Moe who is a keen dancer, has performed all 
over the world; in her native Japan, in Hawaii, at the Borobudur 
Temple in Java, Indonesia and at Singapore’s very own Chingay 
Festival!  From her various experiences. she saw how dance 
can act as a strong connector to “introduce culture to others, 
even when there is a language barrier!” Chingay, in particular, 
o�ered an opportunity for fellow non-Japanese students to 
learn about Japanese dance form and how this compares and 
contrasts with dance from their own culture.

With this as her motivation, Moe single-handedly planned, 
designed and organised for the 15-member strong Kirakira 
Hikaru Arts dance group from Japan to come to Singapore for 
a week in August. The Group, together with Moe, performed 
at one of the local schools and a polytechnic, as a way of 
introducing Japanese culture through dance to the youth of 
Singapore. Dance workshops which developed an appreciation 
of traditional Japanese dance movements, were also planned 
for the participants from Japan, as well as their Singapore host, 
to ensure that the essence of cultural exchange through dance 
was strengthened. The ISS school community of students, 
teachers, parents, alumni and the Board also had the privilege 
of having Moe and the group perform for them at School.

To work on this initiative of having the dance group perform, 
to the various Singapore audiences; Moe started and planned 
this project almost 12 months ago, whilst juggling her heavy 
school work load. She was inspired to do so when she 
performed with this group in Hawaii. She saw the appreciation, 
reaction and e�ect that their Japanese dance performance 

had on the Hawaiian audience. An understanding of Japanese 
culture emerged through their performance. She too learnt 
about the Hawaiian culture when the hosts performed for 
them. She therefore set her mind to replicating this for the 
Singapore audience! She hoped that her fellow Japanese 
dance members would also learn about the Singapore culture 
through this cultural exchange, and they most certainly did 
when they were here.

Moe further shares that her time at ISS fuels her love for 
culture. “Studying at ISS has created many opportunities 
for me to interact with people from many other cultures, as 
well as to share the Japanese culture with my school mates, 
through dance.” She started a Japanese Taiko (drum) dance 
ECA (extra curricular activity) at school and now has fellow 
ISS students performing with her in this ECA. Teachers too 
are excited to see her perform whenever the ECA takes place. 

This has been a personally ful�lling experience for Moe. As Moe 
sums it up aptly, ”This gave me a chance to promote cultural 
exchange and be inspired through the beauty of dance!”

The joy of cultural exchange through dance 

Moe, with the Kirakira Hikaru Arts dance group at the 
Borobudur Temple, Indonesia
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“Hurray to 42!” This is our top score for the 2017 IB results. What this achievement 
shows is that our commitment as an inclusive school, nurturing all learners by 
delivering a di�erentiated learning approach, is the right and correct strategy. This 
has empowered our students with the competencies and characteristics to realise 
their potential. 

Whilst some schools apply exclusive admissions policies, ISS believes that we prove 
our success by ensuring that each and every student we admit, is able to achieve 
their potential. Whether a student has the potential of going on to attend one of 
the world’s top universities or any myriad of other pathways to a happy and ful�lled 
life, ISS is committed to ensuring that each student can achieve personal success. 
Our average IB scores this year is 32 and the IB results achieved ranged from the 
mid twenties to the forties. ”This wide range of IB scores re�ects our inclusive 
admissions policies. We believe that every child deserves an education and we will 
adjust our systems and strategies to meet this objective.  The fact that ISS is still able 
to score better than the world average of 29, further strengthens our commitment to 
inclusivity.” says Dr. Margaret Alvarez, Head of School at ISS.

Rin, our top IB student shares that the rigorous regime that she committed herself 
to daily, to consistently study, take notes, and create a study planner where projects 
were divided into smaller tasks, with real achievable goals, was key to her success. 
This together with the unwavering care, dedication and support from her many 
teachers who thought nothing of sacri�cing their personal time to guide, teach, 
give her thorough answers and explanations to questions, helped her improve and 
understand her coursework and resulted in her excellent achievement.

Congratulations to Rin and to the Class of 2017. Well done! Your stoic determination 
has won you the race. We wish you all the best as you embark on the next exciting 
phase in university.

Importantly, a big thank you to all our teachers for their unwavering care, support 
and dedication. Without your nurturing care, ISS will not be so successful in helping 
our students realise their fullest potential!

With these excellent results, 
our students have gained entry 
to many of the top universities 
globally.

In the United Kingdom and 
Europe, they will be pursuing 
their studies at:
���OImperial College, London
���OKings College, UK
���OUniversity of Warwick
���OCardi� University
���OTrinity Laban Conservartory
���OLes Roches, Switzerland
���OLeiden University, 

Netherlands

In North America and Canada, 
they have been accepted at:
���OPurdue University
���ONew York University
���ONortheastern University
���OUniversity of British 

Colombia

In Australia and Asia, they will 
be attending:
���OUniversity of Sydney
���OUniversity of Melbourne
���OSavannah College of Art and 

Design, Hong Kong

IB Results 2017

We’ve graduated!



Our Alumni Community

I graduated in 1995 after spending slightly over 2 
years at ISS International School, and it won’t be 
an exaggeration to say that it was a life changer 
for me. 

I have held various positions in research and 
analytical departments at several Russian 
commercial and investment banks. Since early 
2016, I have worked at EXIAR, the Russian Agency 
for Export Credit and Investment Insurance, as 
their director of research.

I have become a more open-minded, 
cosmopolitan and better person and I attribute 
this to my experience at ISS.

Not only did it give me an opportunity to 
approach education in a totally di�erent manner 
from Russia, and acquire English in the process, 
I also got to make many good friends from 
di�erent cultures, nationalities and backgrounds.

I am very grateful for the breadth of experience 
I’ve gained and the long-standing friendships 
made at ISS.

Dmitri Fedotkin

11

“I have become a more open-minded, cosmopolitan 
and better person and I attribute this to my 
experience at ISS.”

“I am very grateful for the breadth of experience 
I’ve gained and the long-standing friendships made 
at ISS.”
- Dmitri Fedotkin

Our alumni are all over the world
and remain an important part
of the ISS International School
community. In the future, alumni
will be invited to attend special
gatherings such as networking
events, professional talks, annual
reunions or dialogue sessions.

Neque porro quisquam est 
qui dolorem ipsum quia

We love to hear about what our alumni are accomplishing on their lifelong learning journey, and how their 
time at ISS has in�uenced who they are, what they do, and the part they play in the global community.

Join our Facebook group for the latest updates on our alumni activities and events!

www.facebook.com/groups/isssgalumni/

ISS Alumni

Dmitri Fedotkin

https://www.facebook.com/groups/isssgalumni/
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Summer School Discovery 2017 was an exciting experience for our students, 
parents, and sta�! We were thrilled to once again o�er this annual summer holiday 
programme for students and families from 3 to 28 July 2017. Nearly 300 students 
attended Summer School throughout the 4 weeks, and enrolled in any combination 
of morning, afternoon, and full-day courses.

Our trained and experienced teachers guided students through many hands-on 
activities and experiments in a variety of courses representing four categories: 
Language Discovery, Arts Discovery (arts, crafts, drama, music), STEM Discovery 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics), and Discovery Adventures 
(athletics).

Students in our Language Discovery courses strengthened their English foundation 
with English as a Second Language, and increased their English capabilities in our 
Creative Language courses. Younger students created their own comic books while 
older students authored and published vivid short stories and inspired poetry.

Our Arts Discovery courses were particularly strong this year as students discovered 
new talents and learned to perform as a group. Each Friday afternoon, parents and 
students gathered to enjoy musical performances by Just Play! Junior and Senior 
students, or drama performances by Discover Drama students. These performances 
were a successful showcase of what the students could accomplish in one short 
week! Creative and visual arts students experimented with new methods to craft 
amazing pieces while discovering a bit more about art history.

Digging for fossils, building catapults, creating volcanoes, assembling wind-powered 
cars - these are just a few of the hands-on experiments that our young scientists 
and palaeontologists enjoyed in STEM Discovery courses! Older students (future 
engineers) wrote code to compose music, designed their own computer games, 
assembled robotic cars that battled, built games with lasers, and piloted drones in 
races with friends.

Athletic students in our Discovery Adventures courses enjoyed group sports, 
competitions, rock climbing, archery, taekwondo, aikido, golf, water activities, and 
many more exciting activities and games. 

We’re thankful for the teachers, students, and families who invested in Summer 
School Discovery 2017! Not only were the courses engaging and challenging, but 
students returned home with valuable experiences, new friends, and exciting stories 
to share with parents.

In art class, we experimented with 
di�erent materials and ideas

We explored ideas, developed 
strategies, and created catapult 
masterpieces on our own!

In our music classes, we are 
learning about rhythm and beats 
as we try out di�erent instruments

Through robotics, we develop our 
problem solving and analytical skills

Summer School Discovery 2017

“I love everything. The only time when it wasn’t fun was 
when I was not in school.”  
- ISS Summer School Student

“I enjoyed our class and the fact that we could explore our 
imagination. The teachers were also very nice.” 
- ISS Summer School Student

“The course I enjoyed the most was Adventure Sports. I had 
the opportunity to try a variety of di�erent sports that I was 
not so familiar with. I found the martial arts (Taekwondo 
and Aikido) very interesting!” 
- ISS Summer School Student



The Parent Teacher Association (PTA) has had another successful year at ISS and 
credit for this must go to the committee members, parents, guardians and school 
sta� for their enthusiasm, hard work and good humour throughout the year. Meetings 
and events have been fun, thank you!
 
Over the last 12 months, the PTA has once again hosted some successful and 
entertaining events for parents, teachers and students. From the quiz night – which 
tested the brainpower of parents as well as sta�, to the Fun Fair and a parent �eld 
trip somewhere in between – to mention just a few. The annual International Day was 
of course another highlight of the school calendar, where our students showed great 
creativity in showcasing some incredible countries. Of course the day would not be 
the great success it was without the tremendous support received from our teachers, 
parents and guardians. 

One of the aims of the PTA is to support our school. We try to do this in ways 
that include as many students and their families as possible. The Fun Fair is a prime 
example and was as popular as ever this year, with large numbers of students and 
parents turning out for this fun-�lled, albeit hot, event. 
 
Another aim is to give donations to all aspects of school life and this year we are 
delighted to have donated, amongst other things, to our Arts and Drama departments 
in all three schools, as well as assisting our Student Councils and supporting student 
chosen charities. 

It was wonderful to end o� our school year by hosting a Sta� Appreciation BBQ. This 
fun, informal function was held to thank all of our teachers and sta� who tirelessly 
work to develop inquiring, knowledgeable, motivated and caring global citizens who 
are able to succeed as lifelong learners. 

The ISS PTA will continue to work at constantly strengthening our school community 
by coordinating events for students as well as adults. The ISS PTA welcomes any 
input and suggestions from our community and looks forward to seeing everyone at 
our various functions. 

Vicki
ISS PTA President, 2016-2017

Event Features 13

One of the aims of the 
PTA is to support our 
school. We try to do 
this in ways that include 
as many students and 
their families as possible. 
The Fun Fair is a prime 
example and was as 
popular as ever this year, 
with large numbers of 
students and parents 
turning out for this fun-
�lled, albeit hot, event.

PTA Funfair  

PTA’s Year in a Nutshell

Members of the PTA Committee at a Sports Day event

Our parents participating in 
one of the many PTA events



School Orientation for New Students (4 August)
We welcomed our new students to ISS so that they can familiarise 
themselves with the campus, and get to know some of their schoolmates. 
Our new student orientations are always a great way to help our new 
students assimilate into ISS.

Past Happenings 14

School Activities - August to September

New Student Orientation

PTA Meeting

Personal Project Day

MYP Mother Tongue Brie�ng

Lunchtime Recital

Teaching & Learning in the PYP and MYP

Grade 10 Personal Project Day  (18 August)
Our Grade 10s had an exciting and productive time �nding out about and 
planning their personal project that re�ects their personal interest with 
a global perspective. They brainstormed ideas and inspirations, while 
learning what they need to do to make the personal project experience a 
ful�lling and enjoyable one.

Grade 12 Lunchtime Music Recital (25 August)
Our Grade 12 students performed several songs during the lunch time 
break at our Preston campus. We enjoyed some lovely music while we had 
our lunch!

Scholastic Environment Fund (SEF) Public Speaking 
Workshop (19 August)
The SEF held a public speaking workshop at our Paterson campus to help 
international and ministry of education school students prepare for its 
Oratory Competition in September.

The SEF is a charity founded in 2001 by ISS, in celebration of ISS’ 20th 
anniversary. SEF provides opportunities for international and ministry 
of education schools to come together and work on meaningful 
environment related projects.

PTA Meeting  (28 August)
The PTA had their �rst meeting of the year, and it was good to see each 
other again after the long summer holidays! We are excited for the new 
school year, and hope that you are, too! The PTA is a great way to meet 
other ISS parents, get involved and play a role in your child’s experience 
at ISS.

Middle and High School MYP Mother Tongue 
Information Evening (29 August)
At ISS, students are able to continue studying their Mother Tongue. It was 
an informative evening where parents learnt more about how we help 
students learn their mother tongue, and ways in which parents can support 
them in their learning as well.

Teaching and Learning (PYP, MYP and DP)  

(7 September and 20 September)
We organise talks for our parents to learn more about the IB curriculum 
and the di�erent subjects we teach at ISS. Thank you for joining us for our 
Teaching and Learning Co�ee Mornings!

Meet the Teachers Night at the Elementary, Middle 
and High Schools (15, 22 and 23 August)
A chance to meet with your child’s Homeroom and subject teachers and to 
�nd out more about their classroom routines and curriculum.



PTA AGM

ES Sports Day

PTA Annual General Meeting (13 September)

Our PTA will be holding their annual general meeting on 13 September. This 
is when we will elect our PTA Executive Committee. We hope that you will 
join us for this event and show your support!
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Events to Look Forward To
September to November

MYP Swim Gala

International Day

MS WWW

Scholastic Environment Fund (SEF) Oratory 
Competition (16 September)

The SEF held its annual Oratory competition  at our Paterson campus. All 
students from  international and ministry of education schools, who are 
members of the SEF can participate in this Oratory Competition. The topic 
presented must have a strong environmental focus.

Elementary School Sports Day (22 September)

Our elementary school sports day is on 22 September. We hope that you 
will come down to support our students and cheer them on!

Middle School Spirit Week (25 to 28 September)

Every year, leading up to the MYP Swim Gala, our middle school sports 
leaders organise a Spirit Week to develop school spirit and generate 
excitement for the Swim Gala. Similar to last year, we had many fun and 
di�erent activities, that we can participate together in as a team. 

MYP Swim Gala (29 September)

Our Middle Years Programme swim gala will be held on 29 September. 
Come and join us as students swim in a variety of events and races!

International Day (6 October)

International Day is the highlight of our year, and this year is no di�erent! 
Our theme this year is “ Appreciating our di�erences. Celebrating our 
similarities. Promoting global mindedness”. It’s a wonderful opportunity 
to learn about and celebrate our diverse multicultural community. There 
will be workshops where you can learn about di�erent cultures, and a very 
sumptuous potluck meal with food from all over the world!  Come dressed 
in your national costume and volunteer help at the celebration.

Middle & High School Week Without Walls   

(23 to 27 October)

Our middle and high school students go on a service as action school 
trip every year to various countries in Asia such as Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia and Vietnam. They learn to give back to the community and serve 
in a variety of ways on these trips.



Elementary School Book Fair  (1 November)

Reading is a great way to expand your vocabulary and practise your English. 
Drop by our library to discover new books to add to your collection!  
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Upcoming Events in Singapore

Book Fair

MS Student-Led Conferences

Middle School Student-Led Conferences (1 November)

Our middle school student-led conferences on 1 November are a great 
way for parents to discover what their children are learning in school, from 
their children’s perspective. Students play ‘tour guides’ to their parents 
as they showcase di�erent activities, knowledge and lessons they have 
experienced at school.

Singapore Happenings 

Here are a few events and activities you could bring your children to 
OR enjoy together with other families at ISS.

Professor Crackitts Light Fantastic Mirror Maze
Help Professor Crackitt �nd his pet parrot - Wattnot, who is lost in the vast laboratory. Find 
your way through identical corridors that seem to loop back confusingly on themselves, 
and check out the Prof’s numerous whimsical inventions that present various phenomena 
of Light and Mirrors.

The exhibition aims to teach visitors about the physics of light, colour and re�ection.

Hall A, Science Centre, 15 Science Centre Road,Singapore 609081

Daily : 10.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. Last admission to Science Centre : 5.15 p.m.

+65 6425 2500

http://www.science.edu.sg/exhibitions/Pages/MirrorMaze.aspx

Into The Wild
An Immersive Virtual Adventure!
Your virtual adventure becomes reality, when you take an active role in replanting the 
rainforests of Southeast Asia. For every virtual tree planted, and accompanied with a 
pledge to WWF, a real tree will be planted in a rainforest in Indonesia.

For more events, visit:
http://www.singaporeforkids.com/events-and-happenings/#MON

http://www.littledayout.com/events/2017-10-01/

ArtScience Museum, 6 Bayfront Ave, Singapore 018974

Daily, 10.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m.

+65 6688 8888

http://www.marinabaysands.com/museum/into-the-wild.html#71LM0m0viQtirUQy.97


