
www.iss.edu.sgSEP 2018

Dear ISS Community,

Welcome to our new academic year. This 
edition straddles the 2017-2018 and 2018-2019 
academic years as it captures several events 
that took place towards the end of last year 
as well as events that occurred in the opening 
weeks of school. 

We opened this academic year with the 
tremendous news that the Graduating Class 
of 2018 had achieved a 100% pass rate on the 
IB Diploma examinations. This positions ISS 
way above the world-wide average of 78% and 
above several IB Diploma schools in Singapore. 
This is testimony to the success of our inclusive 
philosophy and the quality of our programmes; 
the resilience and hard work of our students, 
and the commitment and experience of our 
teachers. Well done to everyone and all the 
very best to the Class of 2018 as they set off for 
university, national service or a gap year in the 
coming months.

We also opened this academic year with a 
large influx of new students. Our teachers have 
been busy helping these students and their 
families settle into our school, learn about our 
programmes and understand the nurturing, 
inclusive and empowering ISS culture.

This academic year our theme is ‘Celebrating 
our Diversity’. This theme follows on from last 
year’s focus on ’Active Global Citizenship’. Our 

very own ISS research team- the Educational 
Design Team -is championing this focus.  Our 
Team is currently busy crafting a series of 
action plans to: 

•	 provide additional opportunities for our 
students K-12 to be recognised for the 
amazing service, activity and creativity 
projects they are involved in; 

•	 develop students’ understanding and ability 
to apply global citizenship skills at a deep 
level and

•	 provide additional opportunities for all 
members of the ISS community to participate 
in programmes and activities that celebrate 
our diversity.

We will keep you informed of our progress.

This year we have also revamped our blog and 
have created a whole school weekly blog in 
place of separate Elementary, Middle and High 
School blogs. Each blog begins with a short 
blog from me highlighting school-wide events 
and information. In this way, we aim to provide 
everyone with a chance to celebrate what is 
happening in our busy school.

Have a wonderful academic year.

Dr. Margaret Alvarez 
Head of School
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What is the link between strong academic 
strategies and successful graduates?
“The differences in abilities are very obvious. When I view student journals 
and reflections, the depth of what is shared from a student who has been 
in the ISS environment for a longer length of time, in comparison with one 
who has spent less time with us is stark. There is a lot more analysis and 
thinking, as opposed to just a regurgitation of the process or experience.”  
Ms. Judith Larue, Visual Arts Teacher, High School.

How do international schools ensure that the academic framework that governs 
their learning environment is able to develop students who leave school as true 
global citizens - mature, happy, fair-minded, honest individuals who are ready to 
contribute to society, but most importantly, are fulfilled and successful?

At ISS International School (ISS), our diverse student population comes from over 
50 different countries, each fluent in their own mother-tongue, with different value 
systems and beliefs, academic abilities, and from different curricula. Yet, by the time 
they graduate at Grade 12, the gap that existed when they first enrolled is narrowed 
significantly and each leaves and graduates with language skills, abilities, values, 
and beliefs that will more than equip them to be future ready global citizens.

Our IB results and the Universities that our graduates move on to are testament to 
this. For the past 8 years, our students have achieved top IB scores of between 40 
to 44, with the average IB score at 33, which is well above the worldwide average 
of 29! Pass rates have been consistently achieved at between 91% to 100%.  Our 
Alumni are now attending top universities around the world such as University 
College London, Imperial College London, London School of Economics, University 
of Edinburgh, Johns Hopkins, Berkeley, University of Toronto, McGill University, 
University of Osaka, University of Hong Kong, etc.  

A) INCLuSIvE SCHOOL WITH DIFFErENTIATED LEArNING   
  APPrOACHES 

Key to developing successful graduates is our inclusive academic philosophy which 
facilitates a bespoke approach for every student. “ISS is an inclusive school,” shares 
Dr. Margaret Alvarez, Head of School at ISS. “What this means is that we are guided 
by and practice an inclusive philosophy in our academic environment - all children 

For the past 8 years, 
our students have 
achieved top IB 
scores of between 
40 to 44, with the 
average IB score 
at 33, which is well 
above the world 
wide average of 29! 

Our inclusive practices guide our academic philosophy - every child deserves an education
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are given the right to an education, regardless of language or ability. We 
prove our success by ensuring that each student we admit is able to 
achieve their potential. We never  ask why a child cannot be admitted to 
ISS; we look at how our systems across the entire school from kindergarten 
to Grade 12 can provide a differentiated approach to support each and 
every child. Our student tracking systems demonstrate our commitment to 
ensuring that each student can achieve personal success.”  This is the first 
pillar in our strategic plan/ framework that guides all the academic plans 
that are developed.

B) INquIrY-BASED LEArNING WITH A MuLTI-DISCIPLINArY  
  APPrOACH

A second factor that is key to our academic success at ISS is our strong 
inquiry-based, multi-disciplinary approach. We teach our students to think 
creatively and critically. We create a  multi-disciplinary learning  environment 
by exposing our students to multiple dimensions that are characteristic of a 
global education, and not tied to a specific culture or way of learning. Our 
teachers act as facilitators, encouraging our students to research, discover, 
think, and form conclusions as they progress and learn. This encourages 
our students to be innovative and discerning as part of their self-discovery 
process. These approaches prepare our students for the complexities of 
living in a globalised world, and develop their IB profiles and hone their 
social interaction, research, communication, thinking, and self-management 
skills; the ‘Approaches to Learning’ (ATLs).  Mr. Christopher Hayward, our 
Assistant Principal (High School) and Middle Years Programme (MYP) 
Coordinator (Grades 9 and 10) shares this. “A key part of the  ISS MYP is the 
interdisciplinary learning and the ATL skills. These are transferable skills that 
are embedded in all subjects. Long-term planning  enables departments 
to work collaboratively on areas of the curriculum that allow for greater 
interdisciplinary learning.” This is further echoed by Mr. Wesley Whitehead, 
Science and Environmental Systems & Societies Teacher, and Service as 
Action and Creativity, Activity, Service Coordinator at our High School. “I 
ensure that my lesson plans adopt an interdisciplinary approach by making 
connections to other subjects when feasible. I work closely with all my 
colleagues to enable my students to have more depth in understanding, 
and connections with what they learn in science. As an example, we 
enquire into infectious diseases, their causes and effects during Science 
and Environmental Systems & Societies class. The collaboration with my 
English and Mother-tongue language colleagues has enabled the students 
to write action plans to address the spread of infectious diseases. This has 
helped not only to make the study of infectious diseases more interesting, 
but this also gives it more depth, and the students improve their language 
abilities at the same time too!” 

C) ENSurING CONTINuITY BY ESTABLISHING vErTICALLY  
  INTEGrATED ACADEMIC PLANS 

Adopting a vertically integrated approach in the development of our 
academic strategies is the final pillar that has led to us developing successful 
graduates. Lesson plans are never created and developed in a silo i.e., 
by each class or grade level. Instead, the plans are integrated to allow 
continuity across the levels, varying in terms of depth of concepts taught 
and the student work that is eventually undertaken. This is yet another 
guiding principle that underpins the whole school academic strategy at ISS 
- ensuring a vertically integrated approach to what our students are taught. 
Our annual celebration of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, 
Mathematics) Week at Middle School shows how both these vertically 
integrated and inquiry based, multi-disciplinary approaches are manifested. 
Across the various grade levels at middle school, our Grade 6, 7, and 8 
students enquire into the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 
their Humanities class. Creating an awareness of these goals, how these 
goals aim to tackle and solve many global socioeconomic developmental 
issues, and the part that each student can play to make an impact and 
difference to the wider community was considered in Humanities across 
each of the grade levels. The hypothesis, solutions, and models were how 

Addressing the hazards brought about 
by climate change, G7s shared the 
sustainable and resilient home designs 
models with the audience

Incorporating design thinking into 
Grade 3 performing arts lessons helps to 
develop thinkers!

Mr Dixon sharing his personal work 
experience with G10s to guide them in 
their career choices

Our students researched into and 
created water filtration models using 
materials like rock, sand and cotton to 
convert dirty water into clean water
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the students applied their knowledge acquired in Science at 
each grade level to research, create, and develop their exhibits 
and presentations at STEAM Week. The depth and level of 
difficulty differed according to the grade level, but the central 
idea was continued across the middle school grade levels to 
ensure a strong holistic grasp of the subject. 

As a result, we saw many outstanding works presented at the 
STEAM Week exhibitions. Grade 6 committed themselves to 
building water filtration models using materials that are easily 
accessible (sand, rocks, cotton) in order to convert ‘dirty’ 
water to clean water, while the Grade 7s collaborated and 
came up with innovative solutions to design sustainable and 
resilient homes that would address the hazards brought about 
by climate change. Grade 8s supported the UN Sustainable 
Development Goal 9 and presented on ‘Electromagnets for 
the Future or Metals for Modernisation’. They hypothesised on 
how the use of these metals / electromagnets, when used in 
their topic of choice, e.g.: cars, household appliances, weapons, 
can affect positive change for the future. 

Ms. Kate Bond, our Inclusion & Achievement Coordinator 
(Literacy) for the Elementary School collaborates frequently 
with all teachers to develop ‘mini-lessons’ focused on 
developing our students’ literacy skills. The lessons will 
always be aligned with the bigger ‘picture’ of what is 
taught in class, across the various grade levels to maintain a 
vertically integrated approach. It is also in these meetings and 
discussions that differentiated approaches are adopted based 
on each student’s needs and reviews take place to ensure that 
what is delivered optimally supports each student. 

These strategic pillars, combined with the caring and nurturing 
support of our academic staff who guide and empower our 
students to take charge of their learning journey, are what 
forms the basis of the whole school’s academic and even 
pastoral support plans. There is a strong focus on continuity 
and integration of plans to ensure that our students benefit 
from being nurtured in our learning environment. The longer 
a student has been guided in this environment, the higher the 
chances of success. 

Close collaboration is our success formula and this starts 
from the very top. The Academic Board (AB) chaired by Dr. 
Alvarez determines programmes that are required, approves 
programmes, changes to programmes, resources, training, 
and monitors curriculum review. It is responsible for ensuring 
that the academic benchmarks are met. “In a nutshell, the AB 
is the ‘air traffic controller’ for all things academic at ISS. We 
monitor alignment with mission, vision, values, strategic plans, 
and ensure compliance and checks for system capacity to 
make sure that ISS has the required resources to accomplish 
our strategic plans. The AB drives the teaching and learning 
section of the strategic plan. As Chairperson of the AB, I ensure 
that our practices answer our academic needs but also comply 
with the Committee of Private Education (CPE), the IB, and 
accreditation agencies. Decisions are made by the committee 
in keeping with CPE regulations.” 

At the individual school level, all our Principals ensure that 
the academic strategic plan is maintained through “regular 
weekly meetings which are held with the professional 
learning teams to collaborate on the taught curriculum. 
Current educational thinking and research are discussed and 
reviewed and innovative and relevant enhancements that will 
provide opportunities for our students to be successful are 
implemented, once approved by the AB. At the core of all 
professional learning team meetings is student learning and 
when we reflect, review, and adjust our academic curriculum, 
we aim to meet every students’ need,” Ms. Nicola Zulu, High 
School Principal. In fact “it is important to include student 
voice into the academic strategic plans and in the High School 
we meet regularly with our Student Council to not only discuss 
student events and service learning opportunities; but to also 
include their thoughts and insights to how we can continue 
to make our curriculum relevant and accessible for all. We 
empower our students to ‘think out of the box’ and contribute 
to our continual growth. Last year we implemented ‘Wellness 
Wednesday’ in direct response to student voice on the need 
for personal time to work on their Internal Assessments, 
Personal Projects, Extended Essay, and other curriculum-
related work. The positive impact of providing the students 
with independent study time has been two-fold, students are 
becoming more independent learners, and teachers are using 

Our teachers create a learning environment for our students to discover, think and form 
conclusions during a lesson that was set in 1977 as part of their ‘unit of Inquiry’ where they 
learnt about ‘Where we are in Place and Time: The world has changed during our lifetimes’
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the time to collaborate on a range of topics from mindfulness, 
service learning, Extra Curricular Activities (ECA), Creativity, 
Activity, Service (CAS), assessments, classroom culture, and 
global citizenship. By having students and teachers working 
together to constantly improve the learning environment, we 
have buy in from all stakeholders, and we are successful in 
realising each individual student’s potential.”
 
“As the MYP Coordinator for Grades 9 and 10, I ensure that 
the strategic academic plans are similarly carried through to 
keep the sanctity and continuity of these goals. The Divisional 
Goals and Programme Goals (MYP goals) are formed based 
on the Strategic Plan focus. In turn these guide parts of the 
personal goals for the academic staff too. The MYP Curriculum 
Plan is reviewed, developed, and implemented based on 
the MYP and Strategic Plan goals. Within departments, this 
is monitored by the Literacy Learning Coordinator (Head of 
Department) and as the MYP coordinator I have oversight of 
each department in this area.” Mr. Christopher Hayward. “As 
I am also a mathematics teacher, my lesson plans and goals 
which I develop all stem from this strategic plan and this is 
assessed with Ms. Zulu and the Head of Department, as part 
of the ongoing review of goals both formally and informally.” 
This ensures that the strategic academic plans and goals that 
drive our learning environment are continued and manifest 
themselves in what our students learn. This is how we at ISS 
manage to close the gap that is seen at enrolment within our 
multinational student body. “There is always the opportunity 
for checks and balances,” shares Mr. Hayward. “Frequent 
two-way communication between teacher and student - the 
provision of high-quality feedback to students to empower 
our students to take charge of their learning journey and the 
reflections that students write, together with the one-on-
one sessions that I have with my students during the unit to 
talk through the written feedback as well as assess the ATL 
skills, provides valuable feedback for me as a teacher in being 
aware of student needs and acts as a check to my approach to 
teaching and whether this continues to support our strategic 
pillars. The student’s input to this discussion is of great value 
as they become more aware of areas for development and, as 
confidence grows, become more effective in setting goals for 
themselves.”

Our strategic pillars of delivering a differentiated academic 
approach for each student, because we at ISS believe that 
every child has the right to an education, coupled with a 
strong inquiry based, multi-disciplinary manner of academic 
instruction, steeped in continuity since our curricula is 
vertically integrated across the whole school, is our formula to 
developing successful graduates. 

So, do International Schools which are guided by strong 
academic strategies nurture better graduates? Most definitely 
yes, and the proof is in our ISS graduates. Here’s to  stronger IB 
results and more graduates who are happy and fulfilled!

Getting student feedback gives insights into our strategic plans

raising the awareness on sustainable practices 
to address global environmental issues
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Student Achievements and Contributions

When I entered the Preston campus to meet with 
Dr. Alvarez, I had a real sense of ‘deja vu’ and I 
realised that this campus was where I went to 
school as a high school student many years ago!

I was born and went to school in Singapore for 
most of my childhood; my father was a pilot so 
we did live in a few other countries, but Singapore 
was very much the ‘base’. In those days, the 
Preston campus was called ‘Bourne School’ and 
was run by the British. Students were mostly from 
the UK, Australia, and New Zealand. My friends 
and I would moan as we climbed the many stairs 
up to school and I remember it always rained at 
the end of the day and the worst part was that 
in those days it was an open staircase! We would 
meet at the bottom and get on the many STC 
buses that would take us all over Singapore.

I finished my schooling at Dover Road and went 
off to University. 

It is fantastic to think that this old building 
is going to be part of my life again after such 
a long time. Now it is a modern and inspiring 
place where students thrive under the guidance 
of seriously fantastic educators. Students at ISS 
enjoy a world-class education at both campuses 
in Singapore, and I am delighted to be part of this 
energetic and forward-thinking environment.

As the Elementary School principal, I hope to 
instil a sense of pride in achievement and a joy of 
learning; both attributes that will help students 
to aspire to greater things.

Ms. Loadwick joins us for a one year period as our 
Elementary School Principal (Interim).

Ms. Elizabeth Loadwick

Meet the Elementary School Principal 
(Interim): Ms. Elizabeth Loadwick 

“ISS Middle School Drama Students from Grades 6 to 8 consolidated their performing 
skills and developed a better understanding of communication with a sense of 
audience through a specially designed Musical Theatre Unit where they explored 
scenes from the Broadway Junior repertoire and then designed their own performance 
and interpretation of a piece of their choice with the intention of “Performing to heal 
towards a better Society”. “Performing to heal” engages students in expressing ideas 
and feelings while facilitating the growth of creativity through our Service as Action 
programme.” 
Mr. Bruno Alen-Lebon, ISS Drama and French Acquisition Teacher

Our Middle School Drama students once again took part in MusicFest@SGH. MusicFest 
was conceived with the belief that music has the ability to heal, uplift spirits and aid 
in a patient’s journey to recovery, and is very much in line with the spirit of Service as 
Action we practice here at the ISS Middle School and the Unit of Inquiry, “Performing 
to Heal”, our students are exploring in their drama lessons. They performed various 
numbers from vintage to the latest 21st century musical theatre in front of patients, 
staff, and visitors of the Singapore General Hospital. To wrap up their act, there was a 
combined grades performance of the famous “Hakuna Matata” which received strong 
and generous applause from the audience in two different venues at the hospital. 
With their spirited performances putting smiles on faces, ISS Middle School students 
have managed to fully respond to the very aim of the Singtheatre Festival, which is to 
perform for a better society!

MusicFest@SGH

Spirited performances!

Performing to heal

Our performers with Mr. Lebon and 
Ms. Nathalie ribette, the founder 
of Sing Theatre and organiser of 
MusicFest@SGH
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ISS students got a taste of the working world through our World of 
Work programme, a 3-day work attachment intended to help prepare 
our students for their future by equipping them with necessary life skills. 
Students had the opportunity to go out into the community to “try 
out” a career in Singapore. The aim is to place students in a career or 
industry in which they have expressed an interest while also providing 
the necessary core skills of self-reflection, résumé writing, interviewing, 
and workplace behaviour that will surely be useful in the future.

“I am very pleased with the outcome of this programme. Each year, 
the feedback that I receive from students has been encouraging. Each 
student has learnt to develop self-discipline and has gained real-life 
experience, invaluable assets for them as they prepare to enter the 
workforce.”
Ms. Mala Swaminathan, ISS University Advisor and Career Guidance 
Counsellor, World of Work Organiser and Overall Coordinator 

At a Career Fair event earlier in the year, where our students met and 
talked to professionals from various industries, our students began to 
think about what they may want to do in the future. Based on this, they 
wrote résumés tailored to these specialisations and used them to source 
for jobs on their own. Our students worked in a huge range of different 
fields, such as Charity/Non-Profit, Technology/Science, Education, 
Engineering/Architecture, Shipping/Oil, Finance/Management, and 
F&B/Retail. Some of the companies our students worked for include: 
a science and technology research firm, A*Star; a food and beverage 
outlet, Lai Lai Family Restaurant; a non-profit organisation, Willing 
Hearts; some students, who were interested in working in an IB school in 
the future, even worked here in ISS! 

“As I set out to achieve my dream of being a Primary Years Programme 
(PYP) Coordinator, this World of Work experience gives me a head 
start. I experienced a glimpse of the work involved when shadowing 
PYP classes, reviewing curriculum documents, and interacting with 
Elementary School teachers and students. I’ve been an IB student for 
more than 6 years at ISS and it was impactful for me to view the IB 
programme from a different perspective - as a coordinator and not a 
student. The new experiences were helpful and interesting, and it further 
solidifies my interest in being a PYP coordinator.”
Riko, ISS Student

During their internship, our teachers popped by to visit our students, to 
make sure that they were coping well. 

“During my student placement visits at A*Star and Disney, the students 
showed great enthusiasm for and awareness of their specific industries. 
They were engaged, curious, and independent workers throughout. I 
find that the World of Work programme is beneficial for the students 
as it makes them aware of the standards and expectations of a real 
working environment, as well as of their strengths or potential areas 
of improvement related to such an industry. Through being exposed 
to specific industries, the students also discovered their suitability 
and passion (or lack thereof) for these particular areas of work.”  
Ms. Patricia Vlad, ISS Mathematics & Design Teacher

Job well done (quite literally) to our World of Work students. We hope 
this experience has been beneficial in helping you determine your career 
path for the future!

To help you better understand the University Advising support service 
provided at ISS, please click here.

Experience A World of Work

Some students worked here at ISS

Ms. vlad on her student placement 
visit at A*Star (the fans in this room are 
motion activated!)

Some of our students chose to work in F&B

Hard at work in the Preston garden!

http://universityadvising.weebly.com/
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A Campus Wide Explosion of Creativity
“The Festival of the Arts this year includes not only Visual Arts & Design 
but Performing Arts. It is a celebration of our students’ artistic expression 
in a presentation of 2D and 3D work. In communicating their ideas through 
the medium of art, they develop creative thinking skills and an appreciation 
for the arts. The cross-curricular connections between their units of 
inquiry, mathematics, literacy, and science can be seen in the artwork. 
The collaborative work done by them helped in the development of their 
Approaches To Learning when they had to practise their self-management 
skills, work on cooperating with each other, and being open-minded about 
accepting the ideas of others. The result has been an explosion of creativity 
in some great pieces of art that are now ready for the silent auction to 
support The Food Bank Singapore.”
Ms. Hima Venkateswaran, ISS Visual Arts and Design Teacher

Our annual Paterson Arts Exhibition took a different form this year! Instead 
of focusing solely on Visual Arts & Design, our Arts, Drama, and Music 
teachers came together to create the “Festival of the Arts”, an explosion of 
artistic expression and creativity that radiated through the whole Paterson 
campus. Not only was there a display of student artwork, our students also 
put on short skits and musical performances at the festival.

For our student artwork, our students designed and created their own 
works of art and a multidisciplinary approach allowed them to draw links 
between art, mathematics, literacy, science, and more. For example, our 
Grade 5s tried a textile art known as “Shibori”, a Japanese manual resist 
dyeing technique, which produces geometric patterns on fabric. They not 
only made connections between art and mathematics, Shibori also allowed 
them to reflect on possible life lessons. A Grade 5 student concluded that 
a life lesson learned from Shibori was that: “There is no right, wrong, best, 
worst in art. Be unique. Be you.” These works of art and more were proudly 
displayed around campus and, if you participated in our silent auction, 
perhaps they are already adorning your walls! Our students’ abilities 
were not only showcased and extended but, through the silent auction, 
the proceeds of which were donated to The Food Bank Singapore, our 
students also demonstrated how the work they do can contribute to the 
wider community.

Our students also collaborated to develop original skits and performances. 
The titles of the skits performed include: Stranger Girls, Undertale, School 
Bully, Super Mario Brothers, Dreamy Night, and Animaji. Our students were 
effective and open-minded team players in the development of these skits, 
working together to develop the script and overall direction of the skit. 
They took some risks with these performances, and we are glad to see 
them pay off with a strong show of support and encore performances 
scheduled. There were also musical performances from the school choir 
and a reprise of our Middle School Drama students’ performances from 
MusicFest@SGH. The choir performances were backed by ISS parents, who 
played the musical accompaniment on instruments such as the keyboard 
and flute. What a great show of the close-knit community we have here at 
ISS, with parents contributing when help is needed. 

Thanks and well done to all Elementary and Middle School students for their 
enthusiastic participation and excellent showing, as well as our teachers for 
organising this event, especially Mr. Bruno Alen-Lebon, who guided our 
Middle School Drama students’ performances; Ms. Hima Venkateswaran 
and Ms. Jane Taylor who oversaw the Elementary and Middle School art 
pieces respectively; Ms. Janienne Vaughan, our choir conductor; and Ms. 
Marnie Hurst, our music teacher. Last of all, we’d like to say a big thank you 
to all parents, family members, and guardians - especially the parents who 
assisted in the musical accompaniment - for coming down and filling this 
day with love and support from the community. 

Musical performances from our choir

Our parents contributing musical accompaniment

Silent auction for our students’ artwork, 
proceeds of which will be donated to the 
Food Bank

Learning life lessons from Shibori
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The Swim Gala is the culmination of the 7-week swimming unit for our Elementary School 
students. Last year, the focus of the Swim Gala was “Showing Respect and Kindness for 
Each Other”. While it was, primarily, a House competition, where the children could earn 
points for their Houses with their victories in (for K1-G1) the rotation stations or (for G2-
5) the 25 meter or 50 meter freestyle, breaststroke or backstroke races, students who 
demonstrated these values were awarded bonus points for their respective House. In 
this way, while we maintained a healthy spirit of competition, we could also instil and 
nurture good values in our students.

Thanks to all who participated and assisted with our ES Swim Gala on 4 June at the 
Sports Lifestyle Centre in Bukit Merah. We had a wonderful sunny day with a lot of 
active participants. Our swim gala races were based on grade level and scored using 
our House System in which students earned points for their houses by their place in the 
races. If they participated in a race, then they scored points for their houses. 

Our ending event of the House Swim Gala was a House Relay with G2, G3, G4, and G5 
students. Orchard won first place over Raffles with a come from behind win in the relay. 
Newton finished third and Somerset fourth to set up the final points of the annual House 
competition. 

Our final score for the Swim Gala was Newton in fourth Place, Orchard in third place, 
Somerset in second place, and in first place, Raffles. Congratulations to Raffles for doing 
an excellent job at the Annual ES Swim Gala. 

Mr. Daniel Inman, ISS Athletics & Activities Coordinator

Diving in

K1-G1 rotation Stations

“Good luck!”

Elementary School Swim Gala

On Wednesday, June 6th, as part of our twice yearly Service as Action Day, the Middle 
School (MS) students participated in an ecological field trip to the Bukit Timah Nature 
Reserve here in Singapore. 

The purpose of this learning experience was for the MS students to learn more about the 
flora and fauna found within the Bukit Timah Nature Reserve. This is aimed at helping 
students to understand, at a deeper level, the aims of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), in particular:
•	Goal # 13 Climate Action: “Take urgent action to combat climate change and its 

impacts by regulating emissions and promoting developments in renewable energy.”
•	Goal # 15 Life on Land: “Protect, restore, and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse 
land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss.”

As well as the work on the SDGs each House (Newton, Orchard, Raffles, Somerset) were 
involved in a flora and fauna scavenger hunt/bingo game/crossword challenge to really 
immerse themselves in what can be seen and heard in the nature reserve.

The Service as Action day reinforces the school’s link to facilitating our student’s 
knowledge and understanding of the local community, and how this ties into each 
student being a global citizen.

Service as Action Day 2

House photo (Newton) at 
the summit after a successful 
scavenger hunt. “We did it!”

MS group photo after a successful 
Service as Action Day 2

Our teachers even joined their students in the pool
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At ISS, our mission is for our students to become “socially responsible and active 
global citizens”. To this end, we offer an Environmental Systems and Societies (ESS) 
course with the aim of having students “create innovative solutions to environmental 
issues by engaging actively in local and global contexts”. Last year, our then Grade 
12 ESS students learned about e-waste, the impact improper disposal of e-waste has 
on our environment, and the fact that most people simply do not know what to do 
with their e-waste.

The ESS students, Jason and Tarish, in particular, were inspired! These risk takers 
partnered up and put their brains together to ensure that our school became a 
recognised partner of the National Voluntary Partnership for E-Waste Recycling 
(NVP) under the National Environment Agency (NEA). They worked with their 
teachers and the administrative staff to prepare a proposal that they submitted to 
the NEA to join the ongoing e-waste recycling efforts in Singapore as an official 
e-waste disposal venue partner.

“When we first heard about the NVP, we were scared to take it on as it seemed like 
an enormous task, but we soon realised the great benefits this could bring to the 
school and wider community if it was initiated. The problem with e-waste is that 
many people assume that e-waste would somehow disappear and that there was 
no need for human intervention to dispose of this responsibly.  So we knew we 
had to do something about it. After speaking with our teacher Mr. Whitehead, we 
knew that presenting the idea to the Head of School and working with our teachers 
and the administrative staff would be an integral part of leading this change and 
bringing our idea to fruition. Although our exams were just around the corner, 
we knew if we could just push this idea a little further, we could definitely make a 
difference before we left. In the end, it turned out to be a success and because of 
our efforts, ISS is now and forever will be a National Voluntary Partner of the NEA.”  
- Jason and Tarish, ISS Alumni

We are now pleased to say that ISS is the only school in Singapore to be a partner in 
the NEA NVP (in fact, our name is already on the website)! Bins for e-waste collection 
are also now proudly displayed in both our campuses. By making this a reality, Jason 
and Tarish have not only helped ISS integrate into the activities and programmes 
taking place in Singapore, but have shown how the actions of students can benefit 
the wider global community. What a legacy to leave behind as they graduate from 
ISS, and a principled and caring example of entrepreneurial thinking from the both of 
them! We must say that they are, certainly, already using what they have been taught 
at ISS to make a difference in this world. We look forward to celebrating with them 
in their accomplishments in the future.

This academic year, our new Grade 12 ESS students will begin developing education 
and awareness programmes for a full launch of e-waste recycling at ISS, so watch 
this space to find out more!

(photo credits: Thank you to fellow graduate Viktor for sharing the photos in this 
article)

Grade 12s Score With E-Waste!

“So, what can ISS do to help with proper e-waste disposal efforts in Singapore?”
“Improper disposal of e-waste is a 
huge problem in not only Singapore, 
but the whole world. As Global 
Citizens, we need to take action!”

E-Waste collection bins around the 
campus

Our e-waste collection bins are 
already being put to good use! 
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We’re 100% Proud of You
We are proud to announce that this year, ISS International 
School has achieved a 100% pass rate for the 2018 IB 
Diploma Programme examinations! In addition to this, we 
have attained an average score of 33 points, well above 
the global average of 29.78. These are both improvements 
from our results for the past 8 years, where our pass rates 
achieved have been between 91% to 95%, and our average 
IB score hovered at approximately 32 points. 
 
Of the 44 students who sat for the IB DP at ISS, 28 (or 
63.6%) were awarded the prestigious bilingual diploma. We 
have joint top scorers this year: Chelsea and Yuya, who both 
scored 39 points. With these results, our students have been 
accepted to many top universities around the world! Offers 
have come from universities: in the UK; Imperial College 
London, University College London, and the University 
of Edinburgh; in America and Canada; the University of 
Michigan, Johns Hopkins University, and the University of 
Toronto; and from the rest of the world; the University of Hong 
Kong, the University of Melbourne, the University of New 
South Wales, Leiden University, and Wageningen University 
(For a list of university offers our students have received, 
please click here.). In fact, one of our top scorers, Chelsea 
has confirmed her place at Imperial College London, where 
she intends to study Medical Bioscience. Yuya, our other 
top scorer, has accepted an offer from University College 
London and intends to pursue Mechanical Engineering.

Our High School Principal, Ms. Nicola Zulu offers her 
congratulations to the Class of 2018 on their outstanding 
results, sharing that: “At ISS we prepare our students to 
approach their studies with an open mind, to be balanced 
and inquirers, who are resilient and believe in themselves. 
Over the four years in our high school, students are provided 
with individualised learning experiences along with high 
expectations and a nurturing environment. We have seen 
how our graduates grow, and be successful, going on to 
study at universities around the globe.” Our IB results and 
the universities that our graduates move on to are testament 
to this. 

Chelsea echoes the same sentiments, saying: “I never 
thought that I’d be the one writing this! It really is an honour 
being the top scorer. IB isn’t easy and I am thankful to have 
the grades that I have. I think you need to be positive and 
persistent, surround yourself with good people who are 
positive, encouraging, and supportive. I’m thankful that 
the teachers at ISS are some of the most supportive and 
encouraging people I’ve met. Without their support, I would 
not be where I am today! In addition to the support I was 
given, having a goal and passion is what got me to where 
I am; I’ve always been passionate about Biology and my 
teachers encouraged that passion and now, I’m going to 
study Medical Bioscience at Imperial College! Lastly, time 
management is also definitely important. Between the heavy 
workload at IB and my responsibilities as School Council 
President, I really had to manage my time well.” 

Once again, congratulations to our graduates, and we wish 
you all the best in your future endeavours!

ISS’ IB results at a glance:

1) 2018 Pass rate: 100%
2) ISS average score vs global average

3) Bilingual Diplomas Achieved

4) By subject scores: 35/42

- Of the 42 subjects taken at the IB exams, our students scored 
better than the global average for 35 subjects. 

Chelsea, our other top scorer, receiving the ‘Head of 
School’s’ award from our CEO, Mrs. Chan

Yuya, one of our top scorers, at his graduation with our 
Head of School, Dr. Alvarez

http://www.iss.edu.sg/student_work/grade-12-graduation/


Our Alumni Community

I graduated from ISS in the year 2013. 

Even when I first joined ISS, I immediately felt like I was a part 
of the ISS family. I have made many irreplaceable memories 
in ISS: from sea kayaking through Australia, to having the 
opportunity to be assistant director for UN Night, my time at 
ISS was rich. However, my fondest memory of ISS was having 
the opportunity for a play that I wrote, How Life Works, to 
be presented during a theatre production of a series of 
short plays. This was truly a once in a lifetime experience 
for me, being able to act in a play I wrote on stage. I will 
always be grateful to the ISS teachers who provided all these 
opportunities for me. 

Studying at ISS prepared me in many ways for life after high 
school. Through all of the challenges during the IB course, I 
felt prepared to handle any challenges sent my way during 
university. After graduating from university, I returned to 
Singapore and I have been residing in Singapore since 2017. 
Once here, I taught at a tuition centre, was a substitute 
teacher, and taught at the Integrated International School 
before securing my current job. I have always appreciated 
the culture and teaching style at ISS. The small family feel 
to the school made me know this was the type of school I 
wanted to teach at, and I’m so grateful to be returning! 

I adore ISS for creating a unique environment for its students 
that is inclusive, respectful, makes learners feel valued, and 
creates global citizens. As a teacher at ISS, I would love the 
opportunity to create the same environment for my students: 
one where they feel safe, valued, nurtured, and respected, 
where they can become global citizens and love to learn. 

Sophia Bustamante 
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Our alumni are all over the world
and remain an important part
of the ISS International School
community. In the future, alumni
will be invited to attend special
gatherings such as networking
events, professional talks, annual
reunions or dialogue sessions.

We love to hear about what our alumni are accomplishing on their lifelong learning journey, and how their 
time at ISS has influenced who they are, what they do, and the part they play in the global community.

Join our Facebook group for the latest updates on our alumni activities and events!

www.facebook.com/groups/isssgalumni/

ISS Alumni

Sophia Bustamante

Sophia at her graduation from ISS

https://www.facebook.com/groups/isssgalumni/
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Grade 8 Farewell Celebration

As the school year came to a close, it was, once again, time for the Grade 8 Farewell 
Celebration. It is a day filled with both sadness and joy for student and staff alike. 
We rejoice and celebrate the fact that our Grade 8 students are moving on in their 
academic life, to bigger and better things. Yet, the day is tinged with sadness as we 
realise that we, here at the Paterson campus, will no longer be seeing these bright 
faces on a day-to-day basis. 

On this day, as a school, we celebrated the achievements of our Grade 8 students, 
recognising their efforts in academics, Service as Action, their IB Learner Profiles, 
sporting contributions, and the overall completion of Grade 8. As we bid farewell to 
our Grade 8s, we were treated to a video montage of their journey, from Grade 6 to 
this point in Grade 8, and this trip down memory lane allowed us to marvel at how 
they have grown and matured in these 3 short years. 

From all of us at the Paterson campus: we’re proud of you, Grade 8s, and we 
will certainly miss having you around. We wish you all the best in your next big 
educational adventure at the Preston campus.

Grade 7’s musical performance at 
the Grade 8 Farewell Celebration

Our Grade 8 House Captains

Congratulations Grade 8s!

Just some of our Grade 8s receiving their certificates

Thank you Student Council!
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ISS Summer School took place from the 2nd till the 27th of July 2018. Building upon 
the success of the previous year, the 2018 edition once again offered four distinct 
areas of interest: Language, STEM, Arts, and Adventure Discoveries. This was offered 
across the age groups of 4-16 years.

The language courses were offered across all age groups with emphasis placed on 
providing students with the building blocks towards language acquisition. Students 
with stronger language skills were placed in more challenging lessons in our Creative 
Language classes. Our intensive English Language course was aimed towards 
preparing students for high school. Students were given the platform to showcase 
their language abilities via debates, presentations, and creative writing.

Two brand-new courses were offered in STEM and Arts. Awesome Aquariums 
focused on educating participants on the science behind freshwater ecosystems, 
whilst Heritage Explorer allowed participants to immerse themselves within the 
cultural makeup of Singapore. Students got to visit various areas of interest such as 
the National Museum, Chinatown Heritage Centre and Gardens by The Bay amongst 
others!

Over at Discovery Adventures, participants got to engage in team sports, enjoyed 
days out at the beach, ice skating rink, and even got to enjoy visiting a farm along 
the way! Students in Arts Discovery got to dabble in clay modelling and water-
based paintwork. At the end of each week, students got to bring home their work. 
STEM classes were also a hit with students signing on for multiple weeks. Our older 
participants got to get hands-on experience building remote control cars, fitness-
based apps, and even making their own tea brewery!

All in all, summer school was a successful event with lots of happy participants who 
found the entire programme enriching and educational while still fun.

Mr. Gerard William, ISS Summer School Coordinator

Summer School 2018

Awesome Aquariums

We went to the Singapore Arts 
Museum!

Making slime in ESL class

Hear what some of 
our Summer School 
Discoverers had 
to say about their 
experiences: 

“I really enjoyed 
summer school. 
Especially the creative 
languages and drama 
classes. I think I got a 
valuable experience 
through this summer 
school!”  
- Michelle, 13

“I learned many things 
and I met so many 
friends from other 
countries. I want to 
come again!”  
- Seho, 10
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Have you ever had a moment where you thought “This is so ISS”? Yes? Well, 
so have we. This is why we are launching #ISSCelebrates, as a celebration of 
these moments! We’re giving you - our students - the opportunity to share 
with everyone what ISS means to you. This contest will run from September 
to May, and entries will be judged on a monthly basis. Entry is simple, all you 
have to do is:

1. Be an existing student, parent, or teacher of ISS International School 
(Singapore). 

2. Follow us on Instagram/Twitter @ISSSingapore. 

3. Have your Instagram/Twitter set to Public for us to be able to see your 
entries (please note that only Instagram/Twitter posts will be viewed). 

4. Post a picture of these special and meaningful moments, from a school-
related activity/event. It must be meaningful to you and support any of the 
ISS values, IB Learner Profiles, or Approaches to Learning where possible. 

5. The post should be accompanied by a caption explaining how, 
exactly, this is an ISS moment. This caption should also include 
your name, grade, and the hashtags #ISSCelebrates and #ISSPride. 

6. Students who do not have an Instagram/Twitter account OR who prefer 
to share their ISS moment in a drawing may also do so and submit this to 
their Homeroom Teachers (for ES), or Kampong Teachers (for MS and HS). 

7. Click here to see the full list of terms and conditions and the contest 
schedule.

There will be 3 winners each month, 1 from ES, 1 from MS and 1 from HS. Our 
3 monthly winners will be featured on all our social media platforms and 
be awarded a certificate in assembly. Not only that, our monthly contest 
winners will be automatically entered to the final contest at the end of the 
year, where we will vote for the best of the submissions, one from each 
school. For our final winners, they stand a chance to win the chance to 
donate $200 each to a charity of their choice! So, what are you waiting for? 
Start participating right this instant!

#ISSCelebrates

http://www.iss.edu.sg/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Terms-and-Conditions.pdf
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It’s the first day of a new academic year! Our campus, too quiet during the holidays, 
is once again full of excited students and teachers, eager to start on new learning 
journeys together. In fact, according to one of our Grade 4s: “I’m excited for school 
because I get to see all my classmates  and learn new things in class together!”

Welcome back to school, everyone! It’s a new year, with new discoveries, new 
friendships, and new learning opportunities under the nurturing and caring watch of 
our teachers. Frank, a new MS student, says: “I’m a new student here and naturally, I 
felt anxious about the first day of school. However, everyone here, teachers included, 
has been really welcoming and friendly!”

We’re looking forward to all the adventures we will go on and all the fun we’re going 
to have together in the upcoming school year, and we hope that you are too!

Welcome Back to School!

All smiles on the first day back at school!

“Are you excited for school?”

Walking into school

Mr. Hoddinott welcoming our 
students back to school

Catching up with friends after the 
long holiday

“Both girls are looking forward to school and are really 
excited to being back at somewhere familiar!”  
- Savannah, ISS Parent

“I decided to return to ISS because I never knew what 
I loved about this place until I had left. No other school 
could ever compare with the small, closely knit, and caring 
community we have here. I’m glad to be back.”  
- Seraphino, returning ISS HS student
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School Activities  
- June to August

Sunny smiles

Congratulations Grade 8s!

Group photo after the completion of MS 
Service as Action Day 2

MS Service as Action Day 2 (6 June)
Our middle school students visited Bukit Timah Nature Reserve for their 
Service as Action Day 2, trekking around Bukit Timah Nature Reserve 
while participating in an inter-house scavenger hunt and gaining a new 
appreciation for nature. 

MS Grade 8 Celebration (5 June)
Our Grade 8 students finished their middle school journey with a fun 
celebration and have moved on to our high school.

School Orientation for New Students (3 August)
We welcomed our new students to ISS so that they could familiarise 
themselves with the campus and get to know some of their schoolmates. 
Our new student orientations are always a great way to help new students 
assimilate into ISS. 

ES Swim Gala (4 June) 
Our elementary school students participated in various water events such 
as 25 and 50 meter races and rotation stations. A splashing good time was 
had by all!

Welcome to ISS!

Scholastic Environment Fund (SEF) Public Speaking 
Workshop (16 August)
The SEF held a public speaking workshop at our Paterson campus to help 
international and Ministry of Education (MOE) school students prepare for 
its Oratory Competition in September.

The SEF is a charity founded in 2001 by ISS, in celebration of ISS’ 20th 
anniversary. The SEF provides opportunities for international and MOE 
schools to come together and work on meaningful environment-related 
projects. 

Meet the Teachers Night at ES, MS, and HS  
(23, 16, and 14 August respectively)
Our parents had a chance to meet with their child’s homeroom and 
subject teachers and to find out more about their classroom routines and 
curriculum.

Meet the Teachers Night

Getting ready for the SEF Oratory Competition!



Past Happenings 18

PTA Meeting

Learning about ESL at ISS from our 
Head of ESL

MYP Mother Tongue Information Evening

MYP Mother Tongue Information Evening (30 August)
At ISS, students are able to continue studying their Mother Tongue. At the 
Mother Tongue Information Evening, parents learnt more about how we 
help students learn their mother tongue, and the ways in which they can 
support them in their learning. 

PYP/MYP ESL Coffee Morning (28 August)
We organised talks for our parents to learn and enquire more about ESL 
at ISS and find more about what their child is learning in school.

PTA Meeting (27 August)
Our PTA had their first meeting of the year. The PTA is a great way to meet 
other ISS parents, get involved, and play a role in your child’s experience 
at ISS.

Teaching & Learning in the PYP and MYP

Our new PTA Executive Committee at 
the PTA AGM!

PTA AGM (12 September)
Our PTA held their annual general meeting on 12 September. We elected 
our new PTA Executive Committee. Thank you for joining us at this event 
and showing your support!

PYP/MYP Coffee Morning (6 September)
We organise talks for our parents to learn more about the IB curriculum 
and the different subjects we teach at ISS. We learnt about what your child 
is learning in school.
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Events to Look Forward To
- September to October

Come see what your child learns in school 
from his/her perspective

HS, MS, and ES 3-way Conferences  
(17 and 19 September for HS, and 26 September for ES and MS)
Every year, our students take their parents around their school, and show 
them what they are doing in their classes. It’s a great opportunity to see 
ISS from the students’ perspective!

SEF Oratory Competition (22 September)
The SEF will hold its annual oratory competition at our Paterson campus. 
All students from international and MOE schools who are members of the 
SEF can participate in this oratory competition. The topics to be presented 
must have a strong environmental focus. 

The SEF Oratory Competition in full swing

K-10 Swim Gala (19 October)
Our K-10 swim gala will be held on 19 October. Come and join us as our 
students swim in a variety of events and races! 

Week Without Walls (1-5 October)
Our middle and high school students go on a Service as Action school 
trip every year to various countries in Asia, such as Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, and Vietnam. They learn to give back to the community and serve 
in a variety of ways on these trips. 

Many hands make light work

“On your marks…”


